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Megan McKenna is a theologian, storyteller, spiritual writer, and lecturer. She received her doctorate from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California, and has taught in Chicago, San Francisco, Dublin, and Albuquerque. She is well known for her workshops and retreats. Widely traveled, she has worked with numerous indigenous groups, basic Christian communities, parishes, dioceses, and religious congregations. She served on the National Board of Pax Christi and in 2002 was appointed its ambassador of peace. Author of more than thirty books, McKenna presently lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
McKenna's book on the Gospel of Luke is not her first commentary. In 2007, she wrote Matthew: The Book of Mercy (also published by New City Press). Similar to her previous work on Matthew, Luke: The Book of Blessings and Woes is not a normal commentary that analyzes the gospel verse by verse or chapter by chapter.  Rather, McKenna focuses on peace and justice issues. She examines the beatitudes and woes that Jesus pronounces in his Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6:20-26). As McKenna explores each of these beatitudes and woes she also investigates other Lucan passages and narrates numerous stories (rabbinic stories, Islamic stories, Zen Buddhist stories, children's stories, and many more) to illustrate and deepen her reflections on the biblical text. 
McKenna's book is a dialogue between biblical text, story, personal experience, and theological reflection.
This book challenges readers to face the issues of justice, peace, oppression, poverty, suffering, and violence, which occur not only in the Sermon on the Plain but throughout the Gospel of Luke. McKenna believes that "Luke's blessings and lamentations never cease to catch us off guard and unawares.  . . . [They] are primarily about conversion" (2). She goes on to say, "The kingdom is about internal attitudes (be-attitudes), but it is just as surely about economics, politics, and social relations" (50). Jesus was a confrontational teller of the truth, and he asserted that God was close to the poor and to those who suffer. So becoming his disciple is a matter of repentance and of allowing the reign of God to break into our lives and to change us. The Gospel of Luke insists that we make choices and that we act upon those choices.
After a short introduction, McKenna examines the issues of blessings (chapter one) and the reign of God (chapter two), both NTR-Feb2011.indd 73 1/18/11 6:30 AM 74 book reviews within and outside the Gospel of Luke.  Chapter three is dedicated to Jesus' first beatitude (blessed are the poor), chapter four examines the beatitudes concerning the hungry and the sorrowful, and chapter five reflects on those who suffer and are persecuted. Then, McKenna focuses on the equivalent woes: woe to you rich (chapter six), woe to you who are full and who laugh (chapter seven), and woe to you who are well spoken of (chapter eight). Chapter nine investigates the rest of Jesus' Sermon on the Plain, while chapter ten looks at blessings found elsewhere in the Gospel of Luke.  Luke was written for a wide adult audience.  It is more popular than academic.  It is fairly easy to read and sometimes even entertaining.
Yet, it is also quite serious and perhaps at times even thought-provoking, for it challenges Christians to live out the gospel values of peace, justice, mercy, and solidarity with the poor and suffering. The book perhaps lacks the balance of a wider investigation of other themes found within the Gospel of Luke, for example, forgiveness, prayer, and the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, it is a challenging and provocative work that meditates deeply on the consequences of being a disciple of Jesus.

